Dear Ladies and Gentelmen,

On the 7th of February 2009 ninety years has passed since the beginning
of the Probation/ Guarding Court Service in Poland. From the moment of
appearance the Probation/ Guarding Court Service officers satisfy the demands
of the juvenile courts in the sphere of education and resocialization of juveniles
who committed punishable acts, gave into demoralization or instead of being
placed in the educational institution or reformatory have been put under the
supervision of the guarding court officer.

The guarding court officers also deal with supporting the minors whose
parents are inefficient or incorrectly realize their parental duties. The probation
court officers — the other specialization within the Court Service — deal with
adults who, instead of serving the sentence in correctional institution, are given
during the probationary period under the supervision of the probation officer.
The probation officer helps he convicted in his social readaptation, in rebuilding
the family ties, in solving his life problems and in finding a job or
accommodation. Apart from that the probation court officer supervise the
execution of sanctions and measures alternative to correctional institution, based
on society and local environment.

Such an anniversary is a special occasion for reflection on tradition,
current times and the future of the Probation/ Guarding Court Service in Poland.
That is why, on the 15" — 17" of June this year the 1st Court Probation Officers/
Guardians Convention will be held in Ustka near the city of Stupsk. It will be
dedicated to history, the current state and the perspectives of new developments
in the Probation/ Guarding Court Service in Poland. The Convention is under
the patronage of the Minister of Justice, who declared it in an official note.

We are convinced that this way of celebrating the anniversary of the
uprising of our home Probation/ Guarding Court Service will not only be the
acknowledgement of the role and the current work of the Service, but will also
be an occasion for exchanging experiences with colleagues from other countries.
The significance of the Probation/ Guarding Court Service has been often
mentioned during all sorts of venues organized by the local and academic
authorities and by the Lawfulness and Human Rights Commission of the Senate
of Poland, with the cooperation of the Ministry of Justice.

The 1st Court Probation Officers/ Guardians Convention ought to become
an occasion for discussion and exchanging ideas. For the participation in our
venue we have invited the representatives of the probation officers and their
colleagues from Europe, United States, Australia, as well as the representatives



of Polish universities, members of significant associations and non
governmental organizations. We are also glad to welcome our colleagues from
the Prison Service and social care services.

Referring to the above, we would like to invite the representatives of the
foreign services carrying out tasks similar to ours to participate in the 1st Court
Probation Officers/ Guardians Convention. The functioning, organization and
experiences of our colleagues abroad are still not known enough in Poland but
we are convinced that they can be very helpful in our work. We are also
counting on further cooperation.

The deliberates will be held in Polish language but we will provide the
English translation, as well as the help of the probation/ guarding officers
speaking foreign languages, through the whole Convention. After the venue we
would like to invite our guests for a two days trip to Gdansk.

For any further information about the Convention please contact:

Tadeusz Jedynak — The District Court Officer, District Court in Stupsk, 7
Zamenhof Street, 76-200 Stupsk, email: tjedynak1@poczta.onet.pl




